
The Five Marks of Mission: 

making God’s mission ours. 

What is the great plan and purpose of God? One of 

the most concise answers to that question is given by 

Paul. God has “made known to us the mystery of his 

will according to his good pleasure, which he 

purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the 

times reach their fulfilment – to bring unity to all 

things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” 

Ephesians 1 : 9-10 

Well, we may say, “Hallelujah, Amen!” to that. Praise 

God for the great mission that he will accomplish! But 

this still begs the question: what about us? Who are 

we, as God’s people, and what are we here for? What 

is our mission? 

Our mission is to participate with God in his mission; 

to join with God, to go with him, to be called out and 

taken by him into the places where God is already at 

work, to the tasks where God is already engaged.  

In this five-part study, we explore the core elements 

of that mission, and our readiness to respond to it. 
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Week 2 : TEND 
Scripture - Mark 10:46-52 

God’s love is a practical, caring love; a love that tends, nurtures, protects and helps.  

This practical love is also shown in Jesus’ healing miracles and in the care for one another that we see 

in the early Church. God will get his hands dirty with anyone, even us. We are called to do the same.  
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“For the Lord your God is 

God of gods and Lord of 

lords, the great God, mighty 

and awesome, who shows 

no partiality and accepts no 

bribes. He defends the 

cause of the fatherless and 

the widow, and loves the 

alien, giving him food and 

clothing. And you are to 

love those who are aliens, 

for you yourselves were 

aliens in Egypt.” 

“You are the light of the 

world. A city on a hill cannot 

be hidden. Neither do 

people light a lamp and put 

it under a bowl. Instead 

they put it on its stand, and 

it gives light to everyone in 

the house. In the same way, 

let your light shine before 

men, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise 

your Father in heaven.” 

In Deuteronomy 10 : 12-19 (see box, left) God commanded 

Israel to reflect his own character by ‘walking in his ways’. 

Who was God meaning by “those who are aliens”? 

How closely does this resemble the role and contribution of 

the church in our community, and in wider society today? 

Has the church neglected its responsibilities in any way? 

Should the church be doing more? If so what, and how? 

Individually, should 

we be doing more? 

If so what / how? 

 

In Matthew 5 : 14-16 (see box, right), Jesus tells his disciples 

“You are the light of the world.” What did he mean by this? 

Two verses later, he tells them “Let your light shine before 

men, that they may see your good deeds …” NOT “that they 

may hear your great testimony.” Why do you think this is? 

Which is more important: to complete a task that God has 

planned for us, or to reflect his character in doing so? 


