
The Five Marks of Mission: 

making God’s mission ours. 

What is the great plan and purpose of God? One of 

the most concise answers to that question is given by 

Paul. God has “made known to us the mystery of his 

will according to his good pleasure, which he 

purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the 

times reach their fulfilment – to bring unity to all 

things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” 

Ephesians 1 : 9-10 

Well, we may say, “Hallelujah, Amen!” to that. Praise 

God for the great mission that he will accomplish! But 

this still begs the question: what about us? Who are 

we, as God’s people, and what are we here for? What 

is our mission? 

Our mission is to participate with God in his mission; 

to join with God, to go with him, to be called out and 

taken by him into the places where God is already at 

work, to the tasks where God is already engaged.  

In this five-part study, we explore the core elements 

of that mission, and our readiness to respond to it. 

TELL 

TEND 

TEACH 

TREASURE 

TRANSFORM 

Week 3 : TEACH 
Scripture - Deut. 6:4-9, Matt. 28:18-20 

We are called to help one another discover more about God’s love and God’s calling 

for our lives. Mission is not just for others; growing in our own faith is the mission of God in us. The 

teaching of the church should nurture, grow and disciple all who seek to know and love Jesus more. 

What is the difference between “teaching” and “preaching”? 

When talking about the Gospel, we sometimes refer to a seed that is planted. In this context, how 

would you describe the role of “teaching” in the church? 

How were God’s people educated in the Old Testament? 

In the New Testament, we see that Jesus came as a teacher; ‘Rabbi’ they called him. How did Jesus 

educate God’s people? 

A lot of the remaining “teaching” in the New Testament was directed by Paul. How did he educate 

God’s people? Was he alone in doing this? 

Is “teaching” a particular kind of gifting that some people have? 

Should “teaching” be done by everybody, or only by some? 

Are there any particular skills / training / qualifications needed for “teaching”? 

Does personal testimony also have a role to play in “teaching”? 

Should “teaching” only take place 

on Sundays in church or as part of 

a midweek small group? 

If not, where else might it happen, 

when, how and why? 

What role should YOU play in this? 
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“Teaching within the church in all its forms … is an 

intrinsic part of mission. It is not an extra. It is not 

merely ancillary to ‘real mission’. Teaching, if we take 

Jesus seriously, has to be included within our 

obedience to the Great Commission.” [Chris Wright, The 

Five Marks of Mission] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+6%3A4-9&version=NIVUK

