
The Five Marks of Mission: 

making God’s mission ours. 

What is the great plan and purpose of God? One of 

the most concise answers to that question is given by 

Paul. God has “made known to us the mystery of his 

will according to his good pleasure, which he 

purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the 

times reach their fulfilment – to bring unity to all 

things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” 

Ephesians 1 : 9-10 

Well, we may say, “Hallelujah, Amen!” to that. Praise 

God for the great mission that he will accomplish! But 

this still begs the question: what about us? Who are 

we, as God’s people, and what are we here for? What 

is our mission? 

Our mission is to participate with God in his mission; 

to join with God, to go with him, to be called out and 

taken by him into the places where God is already at 

work, to the tasks where God is already engaged.  

In this five-part study, we explore the core elements 

of that mission, and our readiness to respond to it. 
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Week 4 : TREASURE 
Scripture - Gen 2:15, Col 1:20, Mark 16:15 

We are called to be stewards of God’s creation and to care for all that he has made.  

How are we doing at the job? Are we even taking part in it? If not, how could we join in?  

Lack of care for creation has led to massive destruction and caused harm to millions of people who 

are starving and displaced because of climate change. 

Psalm 24 teaches us that the earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. Put simply, Jesus is landlord of 

our planet Earth, and we are his tenants. What kind of ‘rent’ does he demand? 

How much of this ‘rent’ have we been paying … individually, as a church, as a society, as a nation? 

As tenants, if we have caused damage in some way, whose responsibility is it to put things right? As a 

landlord, what kind of recourse does Jesus have if we don’t do so? 

Read the two quotations below. How do they make you feel? Do they change your view in any way? 

 

4 

"The whole universe, including our 

planet Earth, was created by and for 

Christ, is sustained in existence by 

Christ, belongs to Christ as his 

inheritance, and has been redeemed 

by Christ through the cross. God willed, 

in Genesis 1 and 2, that we should rule, 

use, keep and care for the earth. And 

God wills, throughout the Bible right up 

to Revelation 21-22, that the earth 

itself will be redeemed for God's glory 

and ours, rightly and legitimately 

combined in the new creation ...” 
 [Chris Wright, The Five Marks of Mission] 

 

“Some people seem to possess damaged 

Bibles, in which the first two and last two 

pages have got mysteriously torn off. They 

start at Genesis 3, because they know all 

about sin; and they end at Revelation 20, 

because they know all about the day of 

judgment … But the Bible has a much bigger 

story, the story of the whole creation, within 

which my personal salvation sits. And the 

Lordship of Christ spans the whole story. So I 

need to see him as Lord of my physical 

environment as well as my spiritual salvation, 

and behave as his disciple in relation to both.” 
[Chris Wright, The Five Marks of Mission] 


