
The Five Marks of Mission: 

making God’s mission ours. 

What is the great plan and purpose of God? One of 

the most concise answers to that question is given by 

Paul. God has “made known to us the mystery of his 

will according to his good pleasure, which he 

purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the 

times reach their fulfilment – to bring unity to all 

things in heaven and on earth under Christ.” 

Ephesians 1 : 9-10 

Well, we may say, “Hallelujah, Amen!” to that. Praise 

God for the great mission that he will accomplish! But 

this still begs the question: what about us? Who are 

we, as God’s people, and what are we here for? What 

is our mission? 

Our mission is to participate with God in his mission; 

to join with God, to go with him, to be called out and 

taken by him into the places where God is already at 

work, to the tasks where God is already engaged.  

In this five-part study, we explore the core elements 

of that mission, and our readiness to respond to it. 
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Week 5 : TRANSFORM 
Scripture - Amos 5:9-15 and 21-24 

God hates injustice and oppression. We are called to be salt and light, just like the  

prophet Amos; to challenge the powers of this world, and to seek to change things for the better. 

Christians throughout the ages have sought to change society – by ending slavery, setting up schools, 

campaigning to make poverty history, and by working to prevent climate change. This is an important 

part of showing God’s love, and of working for God’s kingdom to come. 
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“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 

Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 

tenth of your spices - mint, dill and 

cumin. But you have neglected the 

more important matters of the law - 

justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 

should have practiced the latter, 

without neglecting the former.” 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the 

cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your 

food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter - when you see the 

naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your light 

will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness 

will go before you … and if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy the 

needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become 

like the noonday.” 

In Matthew 23:23 (see box, right), Jesus gave a very 

clear warning. Was it only for the religious leaders? 

If not, who else does / should this apply to? 

Does God’s call to justice and compassion refer to  

people outside of the church, or those within it too? 

If justice and compassion are also required within  

the church, in what ways could these be shown? 

Isaiah 58:6-10 (see box below), reminds us that God  

called Israel to be “a light to the nations.” In what ways are we called to transform our society now? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A9-15&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A21-24&version=NIVUK

